Fairfield University

DigitalCommons@Fairfield
(1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror

Student Newspapers

3-28-2012

Mirror - Vol. 37, No. 22 - March 28, 2012

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror

Recommended Citation
"Mirror - Vol. 37, No. 22 - March 28, 2012" (2012). (1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror. 838.
https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror/838
This item has been accepted for inclusion in DigitalCommons@Fairfield by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Fairfield. It is brought to you by DigitalCommons@Fairfield with permission from the rightsholder(s) and is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is
permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain
permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license
in the record and/or on the work itself. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@fairfield.edu.

THEB^MTRROR

Week of March 28,2012 • Vol. 37, Iss 22 •

Jfje Reflection of Fait'field

* Independent Student Newspaper of Fairfield University

Fairfield's Own Qualifies
forth
lympics
BY JEN CALHOUN
SPORTS EDITOR

Ever since Michael O'Keeffe
was a young boy in New Zealand,
his father would tell him that life
is all about stepping stones. He
took this mentality and applied it
to soccer, and the results were to say the least - impressive.
O'Keeffe, a junior goalkeeper for the Stags, has qualified to
play in the 2012 London Summer
Olympics as a member of the
New Zealand Under-23 team.
With a 1-0 victory over Fiji on
Sunday afternoon, the OlyWhites of New Zealand sealed their place among the 16 teams
fighting for the gold medal.
"I was actually commentating the MAAC [basketball] Championship, and I was contacted
and told to coordinate flights so I
could go back for qualifiers," said
O'Keeffe.
While O'Keeffe was a member of the team that qualified to
go to London, his spot amongst
the Olympians is not 100 percent
certain. The Olympic competition is supposed to be for the
Under-23 teams, but rules state
that once the team has qualified,
they are allowed to bring in three
players over 23 years old.

With the addition of
those three players, along
with several others on the
professional level, O'Keeffe
will have to wait out the week
to see where he stands. For the
time being, however, O'Keeffi
sees himself as s/econd
string behind Major League*
Soccer goalkeeper for the a
Portland Timbers, lake *

I Gleeson.
"len we were
on the Under-17
team] it was a really
good and healthy competition,"
explained^
O'Keeffe. "I was pretty
much the starter. „un-.
til he took that spot. But
we've got such a good relationship."
A big part of O'Keeffe's
learning experience on
the team has come from his ,
relationship with Gleeson.■
'He's helped me a lot. We just
talk about [soccer]...I've learned
so much from him about what
the professional environment is
about," said O'Keeffe.
According to his Fairfield
coach, Carl Rees, the professional environment is the best thing
O'Keeffe can take away from his
time with the Oly-Whites.
"It's just a completely different level of competition. He'll see
the difference in preparing for a
game of that caliber, and be able
to see how more experienced
people will prepare," said Rees.
Rees and O'Keeffe were
quick to praise Fairfield's goalkeeper coach Javier Decima,
saying that he has been a big

factor in O'Keeffe's, as well as
Fairfield's, success.
However, while skills such
as preparedness are things all
athletes can learn from excellent
jgpaches like Decima, there are
certain abilities that O'Keeffe has
that can't be learned. You either
have it or you don't. O'Keeffe's
mentality is virtually unmatched,
according to Rees.
"He always sets very high
standards for himself," he said.
"Technically, he is obviously a
very gifted athlete. His technique
in goal and his distribution is excellent. But it's the mentality first
and foremost."
It is this determination that
has made O'Keeffe one of the
best goalkeepers in Fairfield's
program history.
In his junior season with the
Stags, he had 18 appearances, 65
saves and only allowed 21 goals.
This sort of impressive
season had the New Zealand
coaches' attention, even though
O'Keefe still had to put in some
additional effort to be seen.
"Since being here in the
States, I suppose I'm sort of hidden from the coaches [back in
New Zealand]. That's part of the
reason why I went back last summer. ... That got me back on the

radar and in front of the right
coaches that were involved in
the Olympic campaign," said
O'Keeffe.
After coming to play in the
states, O'Keeffe said, "The next
stepping stone I thought would
have been to go pro, but the
Olympics sort of bridged that
gap and added another stepping
stone."
So far New Zealand, along
with Brazil, Uruguay, Spain, Switzerland, Belarus, the UK, Egypt,
Morocco, Gabon, South Korea,
Japan and the UAE have all qualified for the Olympic Games. It
will be a tough competition for
the Oly-Whites, but O'Keeffe believes they are up to the task.
"I don't think we've really
put together a full 90 minutes
of perfection," he said. "If was
enough to qualify and now we've
got three months to really prepare well for the Olympics."
By the end of the week, when
O'Keeffe finds out if he will be on
the flight to London, it will just
be another stepping stone on his
journey for the top.
As for bringing a gold medal
back to Fairfield, O'Keeffe said,
"It'll be a tough, tough task. But
we'll see."
Photo Illustration by
Martin O'Sullivan/Ihe Mirror

Spreading the Word to Keep the Fire Burning
BY DANICA CEBALLOS
NEWS EDITOR

Who do you want to make
out with on a Saturday night?
Would you let your parents
choose for you?
Like most of us, Dr. David
Gudelunas would rather decide
for himself. Similarly, Gudelunas explains that discerning
your passion must come from
within rather than outside forces. He said: "You would not ask
your mom who you should make
out with. ...You have to find that,
you have to figure it out."
In celebration of Women's
History month, a panel of four
Fairfield "firsts" set out to empower students to be trailblazers
by telling their success stories
as the first in their specific field.
With about 45 students gathered
in the Kelley Center last Thursday night, the panelists reminisced on their journeys and
interacted with students encouraging them to pursue their own
goals.
When discussing her struggle towards becoming ■ a pub-

lished author, Alexa Mullady
discussed the necessity of selfsatisfaction as opposed to praise
from others. "Most people say it
is impossible to get published,"
she said. "Don't do it. You will
just get rejected,' they said. I
have sent something to a publisher once, but for now, I just
like writing and I am happy with
that."
The panelists stressed the
importance of placing yourself
in uncomfortable situations in
order to grow. Dr. Patricia Behre
said, "Life is sort of a combination of feeling comfortable and
uncomfortable and using both
of those."
While the panel was referred to as "trailblazers and
troublemakers," Mullady said
that she is usually grateful to be
referred to as a troublemaker.
Gudelunas agreed: "The
idea of being a troublemaker is
... that you're trouble for other
people. That's okay. It's not your
trouble. It's their problem."
"Trailblazers and Troublemakers: Fairfield Firsts" took
place >on March'22 as part of

Danica Ceballos/'Ihc Mirror

Fairfield faculty and staff discuss why they are titled "Trailblazers and Troublemakers: Fairfield First."
Women's History Month and
consisted of a panel of four
"firsts" from Fairfield University
including Alexa Mullady, David
Gudelunas, Karen Donoghue
and Patricia Behre. Its purpose
was to underscore the theme of
empowerment shared by groups
on campus.
Alexa Mullady is a Fairfield
University alumna from the first
decade of co-education. She majored in English and minored in
EducariV».*Qufrem)y^!l*u4lady is

the program assistant in the College of Arts and Sciences. She
also participates in the town of
Fairfield as the Parks and Recreation Commissioner.
David Gudelunas is the first
male director of the Gender,
Women and Sexuality program,
previously known as Women's
Studies. He is also an associate
professor in the communication
department as well as a published author. Gudelunas will
soon be the chair of the commu-

nications department.
Karen Donoghue was the
first female FUSA president and
a member of the class of 2003.
She majored in Business Management and Communication.
She is currently the Dean of Students overseeing ResLife and
New Student Programs.
Patricia Behre was the first
female managing editor of the
Yale Daily News. She is an as"FlRSTS" | fAQE 3

THE MIRROR I Week of March 28, 2012

BY DANICA CEBAIXOS
NEWS EDITOR

College students are often referred to as party animals, but at Fairfield University, there are many other animals that live here too.
Students can find animals such as the infamous turkeys, school-spirit worthy stags, curious squirrels, playful ducks and turtles and
many others. Some of them even try to join students in the classroom! And despite the recent reports of coyote attacks in the town of
Fairfield, nothing has been reported at the University.
Many students enjoy seeing animals during their strolls across campus. "1 usually find animals everywhere, especially near the library and Jogues. There is such a variety too: deer, turkeys, squirrels," said freshman Kyle Wegner. "1 personally think it adds character
to the campus."
Hillary Maxson 14 agreed, "The wildlife on campus makes walking to classes more exciting, when they're not about to attack you. 1
have had a few run-ins with some angry raccoons and skunks...not fun!"
Other students are hesitant about particular campus creatures. "1 personally like the animals on campus. ] think it's interesting how
much wildlife there is on campus when we're so close to many urban areas," said Katie Boyle 13. "it gives a nice atmosphere to the
campus... except the turkeys. They're terrifying!"
Contributed Photos
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Metro-North Cars and Customers Quiet Down
BY NICOLETTA RICHARDSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

What do students who are
from out of state, have internships, go home every weekend,
or simply like to travel have in
common? For Fairfield University students, it's the Metro-North
Railroad.
Whether it's a film major
traveling to shoot a scene for a
project or a business major commuting into the city for an internship, the Metro-North Railroad
is widely used amongst students
at Fairfield University. But these
trains that provide students with
transportation have recently been
undergoing renovations.
New "quiet cars" were introduced last fall as a trial on the
Hudson and Harlem lines and
have received positive feedback,
according to the Connecticut
Post. New furnished seats and
bathrooms, along with auto recorded location reminders for the
current and next stops, have been
replacing older train models.
"Since I'm new to the area,
I was surprised that it was very
easy to take the train by myself,"
said Shealyn Testa '14. "I had to
go to Darien to coach field hockey, and it clearly marked which
towns we were stopping in and
which stations were next. It was
my first time taking the train, so
I was very thankful I got the new
model."
Many students who have
commuted into New York City
regularly are satisfied with the

Michele Piccaro/lhe Mirror

Commuters choose to ride the "quiet cars" implemented last fall that allow for better reading and sleeping.

changes being made to the Metro-North Railroad. Some are
graduating this May and have had
many experiences with the transportation system.
"I used to work in the city
over the summer and it was how
I got in and out of Manhattan,"
said Sergio Lara '12. "The older
trains were very loud, you would
be sleeping and all of a sudden
be woken up from a huge bump.
Although I haven't taken the new
trains, they seem much better."
According tp an article in
the CT Post, the majority of passengers who have ridden the new

quiet cars have been satisfied. In
a survey that showed the results
from Hudson and Harlem lines
passengers during a two month
trial period last October, 90 percent of the 4,300 people surveyed
said they were content with the
new Metro-North quiet car.
"It is clear from the survey
that our customers not only like
the quiet car program, but want it
expanded," said the Connecticut
Transportation Commissioner.
"If we are going to entice more
people to use public transportation, we need to make it as attractive as possible. This is one small

step we can take to improve the
overall customer experience."
Another survey of New Haven line riders during last month
showed that 83 percent of passengers supported the increase of
quiet cars to prevent high volume
conversations, loud iPods and
discussions over cell phones.
Railroad spokeswoman Majorie Anders said that the discussion on the idea of constructing
new quiet trains had not only
originally been brought up due to
noise issues but also shortages of
seats on New Haven Line trains,
according to the Connecticut

Post article.
Fairfield University students
have expressed that they have
also faced the problem with space
on the older trains. According to
Shealyn Testa '14, she had difficulty finding a seat while on the
train, even when it wasn't during
rush hour. Testa said that during
her commute on the older train,
she "was standing the whole
time."
Although the new trains have
satisfied many at Fairfield University, students are still looking
for more improvements. For students who have to switch trains
once they are in New York City
to get home, there are comments
that suggest the train ride can still
be made to be more convenient
for the passengers.
"I go into the city for student films in the fall and spring,
but I also use the train to go back
and forth from home," said Eve
Seiter '14. "The new trains have
a decent amount of seats and the
interior of the train is better, but
I still would like to see more foot
space and more space above the
seats for suitcases"
The quiet car program will
be spread to 60 trains each in the
morning and evening rush-hour
periods starting April 2, compared to the current 18 morning
and afternoon rush-hour trains
that started in January, according
to Metro-North. The increases in
quiet cars are expected to eliminate any space problems on the
Metro-North Railroad.

"Fairfield Firsts"
Panel Inspires
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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sociate professor in the history
department at Fairfield University and teaches a seminar at
Yale University. Behre is also a
member of many committees on
campus.
In a Presidential Proclamation on Women's History Month

Life is sort of a
combination of feeling comfortable and
uncomfortable and
using both of those."
- Dr. Patricia Behre
released March 1, President
Obama said, "We commemorate
their struggles, celebrate centuries of progress and reaffirm our
steadfast rights, security, and
dignity of women in America
and around the world."
This panel presented a local
perspective on the success and
empowerment of women reaffirming Obama's proposition for
celebration.
According to Dr. Liz Hohl,
host of the panel and assistant
professor of history, "By focusing locally on trailblazers and
troublemai^ts'JjjjoiU'/riidsV^

are reminded that the power to
make history is in our hands.
Change begins with us."
After revealing their strategies for overcoming obstacles,
the panelists offered advice for
students. "Pick what you want to
do in life and make sure you love
it," said Mullady.
Gudelunas explained that
he constantly reminds himself,
"Don't sweat the small things."
By focusing on the bigger picture,
students can set their priorities
straight and accomplish want is
necessary, said Gudelunas.
Most students responded
positively to the panel. "The
event was very inspiring and really helped me a lot. The panelists had wonderful advice for
college students who may not
know what path to go down postgraduation," said sophomore
Molly Leidig.
Donoghue encouraged students to continue women's progression at Fairfield. "I think it is
very important for women that
they put themselves in a position where they go forward at
Fairfield, being that it is still very
male-dominated," said Donoghue. "It's important that women
are comfortable with themselves
and believe in talents and skills
that they have because what you

Danica Ceballos/The Mirror

Astrid Quinones "14 wears the shirt that performers telling stories during Take Back the Night will wear.

Shedding Light On a Dark Issue
BY MAGGIE ANDREW
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Month, a candle-lit vigil will take
place on Wed., March 28 at 7:30
p.m. as part of an event called
Take Back the Night. This walk
will bring attention to the issues
of sexual assault, rape and domestic violence.
Students will walk around
campus and stop at different locations, where participants will
perform true stories, poems and
published works on these topics.
The walk starts at the BCC
info desk and will begin after
dark. Along the way, the moving
pieces, some performed by their

From the safety of a college
campus, it is easy to downplay
the effects and pervasiveness of
violence against women. Only
five incidents of sexual abuse
were reported at Fairfield University in 2010, according to the
Campus Crime Report.
However, one in every six
women in America will be the victim of sexual assault, reports the
Rape, Abuse and Incest National
Network at www.rainn.org.
Y/»lii4honpr P$ Wpm£n£Jrtistpi)i tfuthoyrs.wilLteU stories .of "sad-

ness, engagement and hope."
Alicia Bissonnette '12, Philosophy professor Dr. Kris Sealey
and Astrid Quinones '14 are running this event as part of V-Day, a
global movement to end violence
against women and girls.
The V-Day season, from Feb.
14 to April 1, is a time when colleges across the country "design
events to celebrate women and
combat gender injustices."
Quinones first became involved as a participant in last
year's Take Back the Night be-

. ... TAKE BACK | .PAGE 5
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Mirror Picks
of the Week!

Campus Crime Beat
Tuesday, March 20th

Sunday, March 25th

2:15 p.m.
Public Safety conducted a lock-down drill in Campion Hall as mandated by Clery requirements. The
drill lasted approximately half an hour and was declared successful by evaluators.

1:32 a.m.
A bottle was thrown through a townhouse window.
A work order was sent to maintenance.

Saturday, March 24th

Monday, March 26 Thursday, March 29
Keep your eyes out for
ducks across campus as
part of the Community
Pride Week event, Duck
My Life, to win prizes and
gain points for your Res
hall.

1:49 a.m.
R.A.s detected the smell of Marijuana in a residence hall. A student was found to
be in possession of narcotics. The
student was referred to Student
Conduct.

12:13 a.m.
Noise complaints from
Dolan Hall were received
from off-campus residents
near Carol Road. Officers
encountered two students
when responding, one of
whom was found in possession of narcotics. The
student was referred to Student Conduct.

Thursday, March 29Watch different residence
halls compete in the
Roommate Game at 8 p.m.
in the Levee.

6:51 a.m.
A sink in the men's bathroom on
the third floor of Jogues Hall was
smashed.
12:02 p.m.
A motor vehicle accident occurred in
the Dolan east lot. Minor injuries were
incurred by those involved.

9:21 a.m.
A townhouse resident report
ed that a rock had been thrown
through their window. A work or
der was sent to maintenance.

6:00 p.m.
A student living in a residence hall reported
that their room had been vandalized. The student had not locked their door prior to leaving
the room. The Department of Public Safety reminds
students to always lock their doors before leaving
their room.

If you information about any of these incidents, please contact the Department of Public Safety.

V

Friday, March 30
Celebrate Women's Day
from 11a.m.-4 p.m.
in the lower level BCC
with performers, singers
and a variety of student
organizations and clubs.
Saturday, March 31
Participate in the 24th
Annual Hunger Cleanup
to perform service work in
the community, then come
back to campus for a party
with food, a DJ and raffles.

Mirror Meeting- 7:00 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS

Every Wednesday

Place your ad for as low as $101

Lower BCC

LOQmoNiwamoNiwcjmoN

BEACHFRONT HOUSE
PORRENT

Free Pizza
Bring a Friend!

1BJU9 9.

BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT
201^x013 Smooi Year
Great House with
Forking

Great Location
701A&7D1B
FAIRRELD BEACH ROAD

Duplex 4 Bedrooms per side
Con rent 1 or both sides
703 Fabfietd Beach Road
20122013 School Year
Great Partdng
Reasonable Rent
Interested? CaE20S-2&<h84i9
111111 /.< i

Story Deadline 6 p.m. Sunday
CORRECTIONS BOX
No corrections from this past issue.

Interested? Cal 203-254-6419

THE MIRROR
INCORPORATED

a?

Martin O'Sullivan, Editor-in-Chief
Loan Le, Executive Editor

1977

Affiliated with:
ASSOCIATED
COLLEGIATE
PRESS

Business Department
E-Mail: advertising@fairfieldmirror.com
Sarah Marcoux, CFO
Brian Cleary, CFO
Margaret Smith, Assistant CFO

Editors

Cartoonists

Danica Ceballos, News
Elizabeth Koubek, Opinion
Jennifer Calhoun, Sports
Thomas Shea, Assistant Sports
Nicholas DiFazio, Photography
Margaret Andrew, Assistant News
Luigi DiMeglio, Chief Copy Editor

Vin Ferrer
Gregg Pizzi

The Vine

Adviser

Kelsey Guerin, Editor
Olivia Snoddy, Assistant Editor

Dr. Thomas Xie

Contact Information
Mall Fairfleld University 1073 North Benson Road, Box AA, Fairfield, CT 06824

See an error? email info@fairfieldrnirror.corn

Email info@fairfieldmirror.com

Online
Joey D Alessio, Editor
Alex Gonzalez, Media Editor

The Mirror strives to report accurately in all its stories.
If you encounter any errors, please contact
Editor-in-Chief Martin O'Sullivan

News

THE MIRROR | Week of March 28, 2012

Page 5

Take Back
the Night
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cause she was attracted to the
event's purpose.
This year, she is in charge
of running individual rehearsals
and dealing with the logistics of
the event, such as ordering the
shirts that will be worn by the
performers.
Her interest in spreading
awareness comes from her personal experience with these issues.
"I am the daughter of a domestic violence survivor," said
Quinones. "This is my therapy,
in a way, to cope with that reality
even though it happened a long
time ago. I want to give hope and
courage to those who may have
experienced something similar
such as sexual violence, rape or
assault."
While she sympathizes with
the women who have faced these
struggles, she emphasizes the
event's theme of empowerment.
It is about those who have survived and who no longer want to
be silenced, as well as those who
would like to speak on these issues in a safe environment, according to Quinones.
The shirts of the performers will be purple, a color that
represents domestic violence
awareness. Those who attend
the event will be given purple
ribbons to also show their support for this cause.
In honor of Women's Day,
a "She Loves You" button will
be available for the suggested
donation of $1, in order to raise
money for Bridgeport women
and families.
Take Back the Night will
be held this Wednesday at 7:30
p.m., starting at the BCC info
desk. Another V-Day event,
Women's Day, is on Friday,
March 30, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in the lower level of the BCC.
Performers, singers, student organizations and clubs
come together in this celebration of Women's History Month
on Women's Day.

Contributed Photo

Two participants from last year's Hunger Cleanup move a fence at their work site, performing repairs and cleaning services to help the cause.

Fighting Hunger and Homelessness
BY GABRIELLA TUTINO
FORMER EXECUTIVE EDITOR

This weekend marks the 24th
Annual Hunger Cleanup Campaign. And no, it is in no way related to The Hunger Games.
Hunger Cleanup is a largescale, one-day outreach project
from Fairfield University. Roughly
400 to 600 students participate
each year, going to work sites
(chosen non-profit agencies) and
assisting with a variety of services,
such as repair work, painting or
Spring cleaning.
"[It's] a charity organization
that seeks to raise awareness about
hunger and homelessness in the
US and in our surrounding area,"
said Marie-Alexis Valente '12, a
member of the Hunger Cleanup
Executive Board. "We fundraise
all throughout the year to raise
money for different charity organizations and programs that fight
to stop the cycle of poverty in the
Fairfield community."
After students help at the
worksites, everyone returns to
campus to enjoy a party with lots
of food, a DJ and raffle prizes.
"It's our biggest day for receiving donations and raising money
to send to after school educational

programs and other charity organizations in Fairfield county," said
Valente.
According to Wylie Smith
Blake, adviser to the Hunger
Cleanup Board and Campus Minister, $5000 was raised last year.
The fundraising goal for this year
is $10,000.
"The money goes to local
agencies, chosen from among the
ones we've serviced that day," said
Blake. "All of the money given to
the agency is earmarked for educational purposes - because there
is an awareness at a Jesuit school
like ours that education improves
lives through the learning of skills
and helps stop the cycle of poverty."
Valente has been involved
with Hunger Cleanup since her
freshman year, but it was her experience sophomore year that really pushed her to become a board
member and to stay involved.
"I went to a children's home
and myself and the other volunteers helped clean up tree
branches, leaves, and other debris
left over from a powerful storm,"
Valente recounted. "We saved the
children's center almost $7000
they would have spent to hire a
company to do this work. It was

very gratifying at the end of the
day to hear the owner of the center speak about how he opened it
after taking a trip to Peru with his
son to witness the poverty of the
children living there, but lost his
own son to complications from
malaria. He gave us a very tearful
and heart-felt blessing and 'thank
you' for our work, and reminded
us to be grateful for every day."
Valente added that the other
goals of Hunger Cleanup are to
"provide service to those affected by poverty and to stop it from
continuing through supporting

educational programs and activities so children realize there are
alternatives and ways to break out
of the cycle."
She also said that Hunger
Cleanup encourages students to
leave their comfort zones and become familiar with the face of poverty.
Hunger Cleanup will start
Saturday morning, March 31, at
7:30 a.m.
There's still some time to form
or join a team - look for tables in
the BCC.

Contributed Photo

A student picks up trash at one location of the Hunger Cleanup 2011.

New Name, Broader Perspective Declared for Growth
BY AMBER NOWAK
FORMER COPY EDITOR

The Women's Studies minor
has undergone a recent change
in the form of a new name. Now
called Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, the interdisciplinary program seeks to clarify its
objectives by choosing a more
appropriate name to express its
range of offerings.
"The name change I feel
better reflects the type of courses
we offer as part of the interdisciplinary minor, the research and
teaching interests of the faculty
that participate in the academic
program and the interests of our
really terrific students," said the
Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies Director, Dr. David
Gudelunas. "The new name
•better describes what we~are -al-'

ready doing and helps position
us for future growth."
Discussion of the decision
to change the name of the program began this past summer
2011, during which the women's
studies coordinating committee
met to conduct a comprehensive
review of the program. They assessed what the department had
been addressing well and where
there was room for improvement, Gudelunas explained.
Students who were minors in the
program came to the committee
before the meeting to request
that they consider a more appropriate name for the minor.
"I have some mixed feelings
on the name change," said Alicia Bissonette '12, although she
maintains that she is happy with
the new name overall. "The reason •why Women's -Studies wav

invented was to balance out the
male dominated teaching style
of the past. However, as times
change, so does the study," said
Bissonette.
"Feminism is the fight for
gender equality, and because
of that, both genders need to be

taken into account," Bissonette
continued. "I think it's wise that
they are including all genders
and sexualities in the conversation while still remembering
that women, unfortunately, still
suffer from inequality."
The name change will not
be official until Fall 2012 with
the release of the new course
catalogue, but the new name is
now being used. According to
the Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program blog, the
program is defined as "an interdisciplinary program that challenges the cultural, intellectual,
social and political assumptions
about sex, gender and sexual
systems."
Course offerings are the
same as those offered by the
Women's Studies minor in the
•past, such-as "Modern-Women -

Writers" (English), "Gender &
Sexuality in Film and Lit" (English), "Identity and the Human
Genome" (Biology) and "Women and Men: The Anthropology of Gender" (Anthropology).
Women, Gender and Sexuality courses are available in just
about every department including Business, Economics, Music
and Nursing.
"The range of courses that
were included in the minor, as
well as the research interests of
the faculty involved, involved
women, gender and sexuality issues. Hence the new name." said
Gudelunas. "Many courses in the
program involve an examination
of issues that historically within
the academy have not been given proper attention - certainly
women's history, politics and
culture is included."
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Getting Down to Business
BY DYLAN FISHER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In 2009 she was a senior at
Fairfield University, taking her
first and only journalism class.
Today, she works for Fox
News Corporation in Manhattan,
frequently interacting with popular figures such as Bill O'Reilly.
Jennifer Booton is a business
reporter working for Fox Business.
She works in downtown Manhattan in the same building as other
news corporation companies such
as The New York Post and Dow
Jones, despite her limited experience in journalism prior to joining the work force. She recently
came back to Fairfield University
and spoke to a group of aspiring
journalists.
"The best lesson I learned at
Fairfield is fighting for what you
want and the importance of internships," said Booton. "Without
internships I wouldn't be where I
am today. It's all about networking and internships."
While attending Fairfield, her
journalism classes were cancelled
so frequently, it wasn't until the
last semester of her senior year
that she finally had the opportunity to take the introductory News
Writing class. It was also during
her senior year that she began
writing for the student newspaper
The Mirror at Fairfield. While taking News Writing, she was able to
land an internship at Fox News for
the remainder of her senior year.

Bingo and Cruises and Fairs, Oh My!
BYFUSA
PRESIDENT

On Friday, March 30, at 8:00
p.m. in the LLBCC: Brown Bag
Bingo- Not your typical game of
bingo:
This Friday will add a level of
mystery as winners simply pick a
brown bag which contains their
prize. Prizes will range. An iPad
and Ticketmaster gift certificate
will headline many other great
selections.
For Saturday, March 31, at
4:30 p.m. buses will line up in
front of the Alumni Hall to pick
up passengers for the Sophomore Halfway There Cruise:
Limited number of tickets
remain and can be purchased
for $50 at the Info Desk. Sophomores, get your ticket today so
that you can enjoy this New York
Boat Cruise with your classmates. It will certainly be a night
to remember.
Monday, April 2nd, 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m. in LLBCC: Arts and Sci-

ences Information Fair:
FUSA Senate is cosponsoring this event to provide freshmen and sophomores who are
still undeclared, or don't know
what they still would like to pursue, with guidance from advisors
and students with a specific major.
This event will have the majority of the Arts and Sciences
majors, and each table with a
major will have a faculty member
and a student.
Some additional things that
FUSA Senate is looking for some
student input on are, about Dining Services at Fairfield as well as
the RecPlex renovations.
Stay tuned for more information, but if you have any
questions or suggestions, please
connect with us on Facebook or
Twitter, or log onto Fairfield.edu/
fusa and contact us.
Your input is key to the success of these advocacy endeav-

Even with limited experience,
she knew she was passionate
about journalism. After submitting somewhere between 50 and
60 applications after graduation,
she landed a job writing for a local
newspaper. "It's really hard getting
a job out of college, you have to
take risks," she explained. "Luck is
a big factor in getting jobs today."
Soon, her persistence paid off
and she was offered a freelance job
at Fox News, in the same building
that she had previously interned.
She quit her job at the local paper
and for three months she wrote
as much as she possibly could to
make an impression at Fox. "My
record was 20 [pieces] in one day,"
Booton said.
She impressed the people at
Fox and was offered a full time job
a year and a half ago. "I've carved
out my own niche and write about
business travel and technology,"
said Booton. She currently works
with 14 others for Fox Business

Contributed Photo

Jennifer Booton, a Fairfield alumna.

and aspirers to work for the New
York Times one day.
Steve Fiorentine, a senior at
Fairfield, said, "It was great hearing from a Fairfield graduate of not
too long ago because I'm about to
go into the job search."
Another senior and aspiring
journalist, Mike Fimmano, said,
"She had great tips for entering the
job search as a Fairfield student."

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY

Career Comer
Do You Want a Job or Internship?
Register on Experience...and then visit Career Planning for more ideas!
FuMime professional employment summer intemshjK and local pic-professional parttime opportunities are listed.
» visit www.fairiield.edu/cpc and select the Experience link
■ Complete your registration entering your FaMeld email address as toe usemame and
itie last 4 digits of your ID as tne password
• Search for positions and apply. You must apply to each position individually
Questions??? Give us a call 2D3.254.4081 or Emailicpc@lairfietd.edu

Employer Application Deadlines:
fficewateihouseCoopers HP
The NASDAQ OMX Group Inc.
Lous Dreyfus Commodities
JettenesFmanceLLC
SAC Capital Advisors
Belcher. Stair & Fitzgerald HP
LQM Petroleum Services
AIQInc.
Aquinas Consulting
Privilege Underwriters
AXA Equitable
GE Capital
Gartner
Camuto Group
The Mclntyre Group

2D12 Explore Program
2D12 Summer Associate
Accounting Intern
Analyst
Finance Administrator
Legal Assistant, Boston Law Fim
Oil Brokerage Analyst
Client Support Intern
Recruiter Associate Intern
Insurance Analyst Program
Management Rotation Trainee
Commercial Leadership Program
Research Content Specialist
Footwear Fit Model - size 6
Staff Accountant

03/29/2012
03/30/2012
03/30/2D12
03/30/2D12
03/30/2D12
03/31/2Q12
03/31/2012
04/D1/2D12
04JD1/2D12
04/D2/2D12
0*04/2012
04JD5/2D12
QMK/2012
04/D7/2D12
04/08/2D12

Choose from more than 6oo courses, including,'
Biology
Business
Chemistry

Communications
Computer science
Criminal Justice

Your Summer.
Your Pace.
Summer Sessions

Math
Political Science
Psychology, and more!

1-800-874-7223

start May 30 and July 13
Workshop:

U N I V E R 5 I T Y

Interviewing Stalls
Wednesday, March 28

4:D0p.m.-S:DDp.p.m.

earner Planning

www.pace.edu/summeri2
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Editor: Elizabeth Koubek opinion(5)fairfieldmirror.com

EDITORIAL
Martin O'Sullivan | Editor-in-Chief
Loan Le | Executive Editor

Dissecting George
Zimmerman
The Mirror finds it dangerous to place power into the hands of people
who are not necessarily qualified to wield such authority.
The world has been closely following the case of a February shooting of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin by a Neighborhood Watchman named
George Zimmerman.
Zimmerman, who was on watch in a gated community located in
Sanford, Fla., had called 911 to report suspicious activity. Zimmerman
told the operator that the suspect was black teenager wearing a hoodie
and jeans. That teenager, the world learned later, was Martin.
"Something's wrong with him," Zimmerman said to the 911 operator
in an audio clip released by various media networks. He continued to say
that Martin had something in his hands.
The official asked if Zimmerman was following Martin, and he said
yes. "Okay, we don't need you to do that," the operator said.
Later, the authorities found Martin dead and Zimmerman with a gun
in hand, covered with bruises and blood that he said was caused by Martin. In Martin's possession, contrary to what Zimmerman believed, were
a packet of Skittles and ice tea. Zimmerman used Florida's 'stand your
ground' law as his defense, citing that since he felt threatened, he needed
to use deadly force.
The Sanford police did not arrest Zimmerman. He is now in seclusion
after receiving multiple threats against his life.
People accuse him of being racist. According to reports and also the
911 recording, Zimmerman used some hate slurs to describe Trayvon. He
also judged Martin by the way he dressed, something that obviously can't
always be the case.
We want to know more about Zimmerman's background as a Neighborhood Watchman. Some sources say he was self-appointed. If this was
the case, could this be a sign of a false belief that Zimmerman believed
himself capable of protecting a community? And if Zimmerman was
nominated, who nominated him, and what made others believe him to be
qualified for a position?
Secondly, we wonder why Zimmerman had chosen to pursue Martin
when he said he believed the teenager was armed, when the trained 911
operator told him not to follow Martin. Was this act only putting risk on
Zimmerman? And for what?
We need to learn more about who George Zimmerman is, where he
came from, and how, or why, he was considered competent enough to be
a Neighborhood Watchmen. But at the least, because of the controversy
(and continued mystery) around this incident, because of the fact that
there are some angry people hunting for Zimmerman's blood, he should
be brought in. We believe this would be prudent both for the integrity of
the investigation and the safety of the perpetrator.

Ihumbs Up/Thumbs Down

• Metro North transformed some of its train
adding new, nicer and
cleaner cars.

• Fairfield's men's
basketball lost and are
done for the season.

• Men's Lacrosse won
their season opener
against Hobart.

• Jamel Fieles is transferring.

• This is our last print
• Israel bans underweight issue for the next two
models and makes them weeks.
weigh in before jobs.
• Easter break is next
week.
• The Olympics are this
year. Watch for Michael
O'Keeffe!

Vincent Ferrer/The Mirror

Didyou catch everything that happened this week?
Have an opinion about something? Send usyour thoughts to opinion@fairfieIdmirror.com

Kony 2012 Jerked Around by the Media
BY JOSEPH MCCONVILLE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I am openly against the whole
"Kony 2012" movement that has
clogged up my Facebook news feed
like some sort of obese person's arteries after eating at McDonald's.
This is not because I am a supporter of any of Kony's values. I just hate
sensationalist journalism that only
gives part of the story.
The short video, which is 30
minutes long, tells the story of the
leader of the Lord's Resistance
Army, operating in Uganda, the
Congo and Sudan. The whole child
soldier and kidnapping thing is bad
and forcing children to do atrocious wartime acts is something
that should be a major concern to
all humans because it is a universal
issue and one that should be taken
lightly.
That being said, who the hell
is this organization Invisible Children? Anyone with any sort of back
ground in figuring out how money
works can look at the organizations financial statements and see
that the guys in charge take over $2
million dollars off the top for "traveling and filmmaking expenses"
and admit to only 31 percent going
to actually aiding the movement.
Okay, that is a little fishy, but then
the group furthers their cause of
peace by demanding military in-

volvement with bringing Kony to
justice. After a quick two second
search on Wikipedia, I discovered
that two years ago, Obama sent
100 combat-equipped troops to
help remove Kony. I am terrible
at math but in almost every case
100 is greater than one. As if that
was not enough, the founders of
the movement want the Ugandan
Army (Kony is not even in Uganda
anymore) to step in and hunt down

Never in my life
of partying here at
Fairfield have I experienced anyone, nor
myself, being even a
tiny hit close to his
level..."
this monster.
I have never been a fan of sensationalist journalism, or gross exaggeration of news events. So when
I found out that Jason Russell, the
guy who directed and created the
video, was arrested for public intoxication, indecent exposure, and
public masturbation, I just had to
laugh. After the incident, his wife
revealed that he was dehydrated
and stressed. Okay, really? I am
a college student who needs to fit

in a social life as well as attempt to
get good grades in my stupid core
classes. Between Fridays and Sunday night, I am usually running off
of a thimble of water and about 8
hours total of sleep. Never in my
life of partying here at Fairfield have
I ever experienced anyone, nor myself, being even a tiny bit close, to
his level, so I am unsure if I should
be impressed.
So the question is: should this
display of complete drunken debauchery be held against the entire
"Kony 2012" movement? The answer is unmistakably yes. Anyone
who is clearly in the state of mind to
start tugging on their heat-seekinglove-missile in the middle of San
Diego should not be the voice of
moral authority on any sort of issue.
Being the representative of a major
organization trying to get something done, he should have at least
attempted to hold himself to some
higher standard. Maybe just get arrested for public intoxication and
disregard the whole naked, masturbation thing -just a thought. I think
he may have just placed himself
just behind Rick Santorum in my
eyes as crazy people who should be
disregarded at all costs. But this is
a crazy world we live in, so maybe
in order to open our eyes to the real
issues, we need to get a little weird
and get a little freaky. Who knows
what will happen?

NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE:

You would not ask your mom who you
should make out with. ...You have to find
that, you have to figure it out."
««

• Pink Slim found in
meat products.

■ Dr. Gudelunas, "Spreading the Word to Keep the Fire Burning'
Pg-l

• Spring Break and
Easter are combined
next year in the school
semester.

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers: Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by email
at infb@1airfiddminor.com or Box AA. All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or online. The
Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.
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Is it Finally Time for Sunday Funday?
BY MARY KATE MCCORMICK
STAFF WRITER

While new Connecticut liquor
laws please many Fairfleld students, sentiments among package
store owners in the area are quite
the opposite.
This past week, Connecticut's
General Law Committee approved
a selection of Governor Dannel P.
Malloy's new liquor sale bill, permitting the sale of alcohol in small
grocery stores and supermarkets,
as well as package stores for the
first time in the state's history.
Most notably, the current bill
legalizes liquor sales on Sundays
and most holidays- causing a rift
between small package stores and
Malloy's liquor crusade. Although
this is a small victory for the Malloy
administration, the current bill was
not accepted in full.
Liquor sales are still only allowed until 9:00 p.m. from Monday
to Saturday, and restaurants and
bars will not be allowed open until
2:00 a.m. every night as proposed.
Also, according to ct.gov, the allowance some convenience stores
to sell beer only, the elimination
of state-wide distributor discounts
and minimum alcohol price regulations were all rejected with the first
voting of Malloy's new liquor bill.
While Malloy's bill entitled
"Modernizing Connecticut's Liquor
Laws" seeks to prevent CT citizens
from buying alcohol in neighboring
states both on Sunday, as well as in
bulk from larger retailers, Malloy
seems to forget that by giving supermarkets the right to sell liquor,
profits will be going out of the state
anyway.
Just out of the supermarkets
in Fairfleld alone; Stop & Shop is
based in Quincy, Massachusetts;
ShopRite in Keasbey, New Jersey
and Whole Foods in Austin, Texas.
And where are traditional Connecticut package stores located?

Harry's Wine and Liquor Market on Post Road in Fairfleld has
been in business for seventy years
and longtime owner Patrick Monteleone and his family have always
lived in Connecticut.
Like other small package store
owners, Monteleone and his colleagues do not see a connection
between Malloy's goal to keep liquor sales in CT and the release of
liquor rights to large supermarkets
that are based out-of-state.
Monteleone believes that Malloy is "fixing something that isn't
broken" by changing CT liquor
policies stating that seemingly
people in CT are less dependent on
big businesses and more reliant on
small "mom and pop" stores. But
with the recession, smaller stores
cannot compete with larger chains
as easily.
They cannot buy in bulk like
larger corporations, leading to
the closure of bakeries, hardware
stores, butchers, traditional drugstores and now package stores.
For Monteleone, the realization is harsh.
In his opinion, the country is
moving in a "back to jasics trend,"
placing emphasis on supporting
local business and changing CT liquor laws does not seem on point.
Similarly, the owner of Fairfleld Wine and Spirits stated that,
realistically, "after the laws come
into effect it will only be six to
nine months until my store can't
compete and myself and my nine
employees will be out of .work,"
continuing to say that "small businesses are the job engines in CT
that can keep the economy going."
"Supermarkets and other 'big
box' stores will have a limited selection and a lack of service. When you
come into my store, I have tasted all
the wines, know all the vodkas and
when you ask me about my liquormy service is unmatched. That's just
not going to be the case in large re-

tailers," he said.
If these small package stores
disappear- what happens to the CT
economy, not to mention the quality of service and selection?
In stark contrast, every Fairfield student surveyed was in favor of the new laws- not stopping
to realize how they will impact the
larger picture.
Although
the law

means
cheaper
kegs
and alcohol on Superbowl
Sunday, the lasting impacts on the CT economy
do not coincide with student
excitement.
Students, however, do make
some good points.
Like Malloy, Christian Ford '12
agrees that new laws "make sense
socially and economically and now
people won't have to leave the state
on Sundays or after 9:00 p.m."
His roommates Cam Foote
and Kevin Tellie, also seniors,
noted that CT is the only state besides Indiana that bans all alcohol
sales on Sunday and "CT is finally
getting with thje times." Foote also
jokes that Sunday liquor sales may
only further feelings of senioritis- a
sentiment shared by many living at
the beach.
"No liquor on Sunday is so
old-fashioned," said Nick DiFato
'12, noting that "Sunday values" go
back to the beginnings of CT history- and the state has progressed
so much since then. His roommate
Keith Brocker agreed, saying that

these laws should have happened
years ago, "It just doesn't match
the needs of CT citizens today," he
said.
However, Fairfleld students
can still help out local businesses.
It is not a bad thing that students are excited about Sunday liquor and potentially later bar times.

By continuing
to support stores
like Fairfield Wine
and Spirits, Harry's
and Mo's we can help
to keep smaller "mom
and pop"
package
stores alive, while still
getting all the Sunday
liquor that we want.
Monteleone left
his interview with The
Mirror on a positive
note, stating that he

"hopes that looking forward, Harry's and many of the other stores in
the area will be able to withstand
the changes to the CT liquor laws
and stay as new laws come into effect."
They can't do it without Fairfield student support!

Vincent Ferrer/The Mirro
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The Red Solo Cup VS The Big Four
BY MEGAN FORBES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Living in the era of Facebook
and other socializing websites has
been a great benefit for us all. We're
able to communicate with friends
and relatives across the world,
through wall-posts and messaging
pictures to one another. But, this
has also created a problem for the
youth. Now our Facebook profiles
can determine if we get your dream
job, or wind up rejected, even with
a flawless resume.
Look through your Facebook
pictures. What are you holding
in your right hand in that packed
townhouse? Is it a beer or a red Solo
cup filled with God-knows-what?
We have all heard it before,
but how many of us really listen?
Professors, parents, and counselors have told us all to take down
pictures of us drinking and making
bad decisions on our Friday nights.
We have been told to not post pictures of us in our bathing suits,
short dresses, or shirts with offensive writing. Some people take this

so far as to "blur" out the Natty Ice
in their hand, to somehow hide the
fact that you like to drink in your
spare time at college.
But let us face it. People write
things. People post things. It seems
like it is unavoidable sometimes.
What are we supposed to do, get
rid of our Facebook pages? Get
real. What would I do with my time,
actually do my homework without
anything to procrastinate to?
This is the 21s1 century. Employers are now looking at new
ways to process
job applications,
trying to give
personalities to
the resume that
are placed in
front of them.
Since there are
so many young
men and women
looking for jobs
out of college and
graduate school,
taking a look at a
Facebook profile
might make an

applicant more or less eligible for
a job.
Many students have even
gone so far to change their Facebook profile names to try and
make themselves unsearchable by
an employee. This is a common
misconception, because a profile
can also be searched by location,
college, high school, or email address. I am sure you have seen it all
before. Friends are changing their
names from John Smith to the new
and improved "Sohn Jmith" You are

not fooling anyone. If an employer
or interviewer wants to find you,
they will find you. Scary, huh?
A Michigan State University junior, Justin Gawel, was interviewed
by CNN in 2010 about his Facebook
page. Like many other college students, he changed his profile name
to "Dustin Jawel" to try and steer
away potential employers for future
jobs.
Gawel says that it is virtually
impossible to remove everything
that may be offensive or hurt his
chance for
a job. He
says, "Too
many
people
take pictures
of
you.
I
didn't
want to go
through
and 'untag' all of
eg them
People do
not take
Vincent Ferrer/The Mirror

pictures of people studying or doing school work. They take pictures
of people at parties and doing silly
things."
CNN also reviewed a Microsoft survey of U.S. hiring managers
today. Microsoft's results were that
79 percent of these managers have
used websites such as Facebook to
better process prospective employees. These managers are looking for
information that could be classified
as "inappropriate" and "unsuitable" comments and pictures of the
applicant. Managers are also looking for criticism of past and current
employers, along with posts from
friends and relatives.
Having a Facebook page as a
college student appears to be essential. Unfortunately, the innovative technologies of today have
placed a hawk, which lurks over our '
shoulders as we type to our friends,
drunk at 3:00 a.m. Be wary of what
you post.
That Solo cup could be the end
of your dream of working for one of
The Big Four, or just a summer job
at a department store.
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"Spotlight" Shines on Dance Ensemble
BY KELSEY GUERIN
THE VINE EDITOR

On the evening of March
23, the lobby of the Quick
Center was filled to capacity with excited families and friends
waiting to support the Fairfield University Dance Ensemble.
An annual show "Spotlight" was
a way for the gifted dancers of Fairfield to share their talents.
. Over the course of three hours,
"Spotiight" showcased a variety of
dances that ranged all styles, from
hip-hop to ballet to Irish dance.
The evening opened with an
energetic routine choreographed
by Breena Goldberg '12 to Christina
Aguilera's song "Show Me How You
Burlesque."
As the fitting lyrics "Here come
the ladies 'bout to give a litde show"
rang through the auditorium, the
women of the Dance Ensemble
wowed the audience with high-energy spins and jumps as the bright
lights reflected off their shimmering
black and red costumes.
This number truly set the tone
for the rest of the evening. All of the
performances were engaging and
enthralling, captivating the audience
from routine to routine.
Tap dancers beat out mindbogglingly fast rhythms, Irish step
dancers flitted across the stage in
precisely synchronized movements,
ballet dancers fluidly twirled and
jumped and hip-hop dancers moved
to the beats of heavy bass.

Kevin Blaney/lhe Mirror

The ladies of Dance Ensemble delivered energetic and engaging performances in their show "Spotlight."
In addition to encompassing a
variety of styles, "Spotlight" had routines performed by soloists, pairs or
even groups of ten or more dancers
at a time.
While the Dance Ensemble
made sure to display the talents of all
members of the group, "Spotlight"
took special care to focus on the talents of the graduating seniors.
"This was our last big performance this year and my last at Fairfield," said Andrea DelGaudio '12,
the president of Dance Ensemble
who has been dancing since the age
of two.

"It was a whirlwind putting the
show together over the past year,
[and] I'm happy that the craziness is
over, but after the show ended, it hit
me that it was my last time dancing
at Fairfield," said DelGaudio. "Being
on the dance ensemble was such an
amazing experience ... I met great
people that love dance as much as
me."
Senior Amanda Blaney, who has
been dancing since the age of three,
was one senior who performed her
own solo number: "Stand By Me."
The song choice for this performance was not accidental. Blaney

Did you know?
EXCEL
BRIDGEPORTI
Better Schools. Brighter Futures.

"Only 55% of Bridgeport
students graduate high
school?"
Come learn more

said, "Iwantedtoletmyfriendsknow
that even though I will not be around
campus next year, I will always be
there for them if they need me."
One of the most touching senior performances, however, was
the number "I Can't Do It Alone,"
performed by the sister act of Kayla
Kaspar '12 and Krista Kaspar' 14. The
fun and upbeat performance had
the sisters playing off of each other's
moves, but in spite of the energy,
Kayla characterized the performance
as being "bittersweet."
"I loved every second of being
on stage with [Krista] and dedicated

even more of my heart and soul into
the performance knowing it was my
last time dancing with her," said Kayla. "But at the same time, I balled my
eyes out after the show."
Kayla continued, "Dancing on
stage is an indescribable feeling, and
when you add your sister into the
mix, it makes it even more momentous."
Krista agreed with Kayla, calling
the performance "a very emotional
experience."
"It was the end to a lot of things
for Kayla and I," said Krista. "As
members of both Dance Ensemble
and Dance Team, our season has
come to an end, and we are officially
done dancing with each other... I am
extremely close with her and will
have a hard time adjusting to life at
Fairfield without her."
All of the seniors will clearly be
missed by the Dance Ensemble team.
During the finale of "Spotlight," the
seniors' names were called one by
one, and other members of the group
handed them a bouquet of flowers as
the audience cheered them on.
Overall, the Dance Ensemble
performance this past weekend was
a highly energized and emotionally
charged event that highlighted the
talents of all members of the group.
It is clear that each of these girls are
driven by their passion and love for
dance, a passion which senior Brittany Barbara hopes will never fade,
even after graduation.
Barbara's message is simple:
"Never stop dancing!"

BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT
2012-2013 Academic Year

on

TUESDAY, APRIL 3,2012
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Bring your friends
FREE FOOD

I Excel Bridgeport is an advocacy '
organization seeking to
improve the Bridgeport Public
Schools by informing and
empowering students and
parents.

BEST LOCATION!
THE ORIGINAL "RED BARN"
709 FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD
Ideally

LOWER LEVEL
BCC
SPONSORED BY THE
OFFICE OF STUDENT
DIVERSITY PROGRAMS

located

in

Lund

Court,

a

beachfront

compound next to Lantern Point and across from the
Beachside Deli, That's the Spirit and the Sea Grape.
4 Bedrooms (1 Extra Large)

2 Full Bathrooms

Washer/Dryer

Glassed-in Porch

INQUIRIES: CALL PAT (201) 444-7813
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Mural depicting scenesfrom the life ofSt.
Aloysius Gonzaga, 8 x 25ft
Artist: Bernard Riley
Date: 1959
Location: above Gonzaga Auditorium
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Junior Special

When you join Garden Catering's
new loyalty program... Nugget Points!
Enroll in any participating Garden Catering
location or online at gardencatering.net
2074 Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825
Store Hours: 8am-8:30pm Mon-Sat, 9am-8pm Sunday
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"Red Box" Finds Hope in the Holocaust Newest
Beats from
StagsFlow
BY LOAN LE

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

The two-act play "The Red
Box" masterfully explores
a love story that takes place
in a time when the existence of any
love or any faith seemed inconceivable: during the Holocaust.
Yesterday night, The Wien Experimental Theater hosted a stage
reading of "The Red Box," a play
written in 2006 by Jason Mitchell.
The play opens with the main
character Victor as a recluse old
man (Lawrence Merritt), who refuses the efforts of an eager woman
who wants to interview him about
his life during the Holocaust.
Eventually and reluctandy, he
lets the woman in, and the story of
his life begins. He narrates while
Jonathan Monk acts out the past as
the young Victor.
Victor is a naive, optimistic
boy from a upper class Jewish family. In order to escape his mother's
smothering embrace, he finds a
job at a local cafe where he meets

charismatic and carefree Martin
(Joel T. Bauer).
Amidst the rise of the Nazi
regime, the audience is allowed a
glimpse of the blossoming but forbidden relationship between Victor and Martin. Victor tells Martin
that they should escape to a red
house in Berlin, but Victor seems
oblivious to what they are escaping from.
The audience knew from the
beginning that this love would
come to an end. The voices of the
actors become more insistent. The
innocence and optimism that defined young Victor gradually disappears.
In their last conversation,
which occurs after Victor leaves
his family because they forbid him
to see Martin, Martin rejects Victor's plan to run away, but his reluctance in doing so is apparent.
Martin's parting line to Victor
is: "Do whatever you can to survive."
This line would echo later
on when Victor finds himself in a

concentration camp as a prisoner
punished for his sexual orientation. Mitchell, using research from
gay survivors Holocaust, recreates
scenes where Victor is targeted for
being an outcast.
As Victor puts it himself, he
can't be accepted by the Jewish
prisoners because he is gay, but
he can't be accepted by the gays
either because he is Jewish.
During this time, his faith is
challenged and his love for Martin, though strong in the beginning, fades. The concentration
camp forces Victor to abandon his
younger years, turning him into a
hardened young man.
The play is performed on split
stages, and the scenes switch between the present and the past.
Merritt tells Victor's story while
Monk acts it out.
Even as the play focused on
the Holocaust, Mitchell manages
to write in humor, a feat that is
not easy given the subject matter.
However, Mitchell seems to do this
to further highlight the life and

personality of victims in the Holocaust. And it works.
The actors and actresses used
their voices to emphasize the
movement within the play. In the
most appropriate places, silence
said more than words needed to
tell.
While the actors read their
lines, a slideshow played in the
background, revealing photos
from previous productions of "The
Red Box" and also images from the
Holocaust. These additions compensated for the lack of costumes
and grand makeup in stage readings.
"The Red Box" premiered
in 2006 and has been circulating
across the country. The staged
reading was sponsored by the Carl
and Dorothy Bennett Center for
Judaic Studies.
Most impressive about this
play is the sentimentality that pervades the storyline and the emotions that actors invoke from the
audience, who are on their edges,
rooting for Victor to survive.

BY MATT DEANE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

F airfield's
hip-hop/electro
music blog is back again
with another hit playlist.
Check out www.StagsFlow.com to
download all of the songs on the
list.
"Wash Away" by Radical Something
This is Radical Something's
latest release, fresh off their EP "No
Sweat." Their sound is getting really
polished, and every song they release is better than the last. "Wash
Away" is their cleanest one yet.
Loggy's verses have a sick Sublime/
Rebelution feel, and Josh Cocktail's
vocals are unbelievable. Check out
the video for this one up on the site
now.
"Action" by 3LAU
3LAU has been exploding in
popularity recently. He just made
his first major Beatport debut and
then decided to drop this mashup/
bootleg for his fans. There's a few
different samples in this one, like
Tristan Garner's "Punx," vocals
from Usher & Diplo's "Climax" and
some Neon Hitch vocals. It's incredibly upbeat and the drops and
buildups are insane.
"Where Are You (B.o.B. vs. Bobby
Ray)"byB.o.B.
B.o.B. is getting back to the
style that made him huge before
the drop of his heavily pop-influenced debut album "The Adventures of Bobby Ray." Leading up
to the release of his sophomore
album, he's been dropping a ton
of hard-hitting hip-hop tracks, and
this is another sick one. B.o.B. is
at his best when he is just straight
rapping, and that's what he does
on this one.
"Thoughts From A Balcony" by
Mac Miller
Mac Miller dropped his highly
anticipated mix tape "Macadelic"
this week, and this is by far my favorite song off of the project. For
this one, he teamed up with the
producer Sap again. Some of you
may recognize that name because
he also produced Mac's hit single
off of his Best Day Ever mix tape,
"Donald Trump." They combined

Contributed Photos

The Wien Experimental Theater's production of "The Red Box" demonstrates the endurance of the human spirit, even in the face of tragedy.
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Classic Shakespeare Play Becomes Modern Hit
BY NICOLETTA RICHARDSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Twenty-four screens with
different political commentators faced the audience
before the opening of The Acting
Company's "Julius Caesar" last
Sunday night at the Quick Center,
combining the classical play with a
modern perspective.

Founded in 1972, The Acting
Company is a non-profit organization known for building a discerning national audience for the
theater. While educating primarily
middle and high school students
in disadvantage communities, they
strive to develop the best young
American actors.
The company is currendy
touring 31 cities and towns in 20

states across the U.S. and Canada
this season, alternating the showings of "The Comedy of Errors" and
"Julius Caesar."
As the lights dimmed and the
production began, the digital images of political commentators
faded into a revolutionary video
that portrayed violence and chaos,
setting the mood for the rest of the
play.

"Julius Caesar" is a tragic play
that was written by William Shakespeare in the late 16th century.
The production follows the last few
years of Caesar's life, portraying
how even after he was murdered
he remained incredibly powerful.
"Shakespeare modernized the
play when he wrote it. He intended
the audience to hear it within the
context of whoever was listening,"

said actor Ernest Bendey, who
played Marcus Brutus in "Julius
Caesar," after the performance.
"There is validity in the idea that
there should be value in the language."
The actors came out in black
suits while the actresses came out
in fashionable dresses, parallel"JULIUS CAESAR"
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"The Hunger Games": The Odds Are in Its Favor
BY ANNEMARIE VEIRA
STAFF WRITER

This article is covering "The Hunger
Games" film, NOT a critique of the
book. As a fan of the series, I'm basing my analysis on the first book as it
stands alone, and making the comparisons to its movie counterpart
only. We will have two more films
comingfrom this franchise.
|he Hunger Games"
opened
this week at
c
JL. midnight
r
on Friday,
March 23, with a staggering opening night box office of $68 million.
As of Sunday afternoon the estimated box office for the film after
its first weekend was $155 million.
"The Hunger Games" movie is
based on a book of the same title
by Suzanne Collins, the first book
in The Hunger Games trilogy. The
book was published by Scholastic
in September of 2008.
The story (and rest of the series) follows the life of Katniss Everdeen, who volunteers in place of her
younger sister, to compete in the annual Hunger Games. The premise
of both the book and the film covers
a post-apocalyptic world, where the
country of Panem has risen from
the ashes of the now extinct North
American continent.

Panem was originally split into
thirteen districts. However, seventy
four years prior to the beginning of
the story, district thirteen revolted.
After destroying the district,
the Capitol (the centralized government that controls all) forced each
of the twelve districts to have the
names of their children between
the ages of 12 and 18 placed into
a pool. From this lottery, one
male and female from each
district are selected to com
pete in the Hunger Games.
However, the tributes
from Districts 1 and 2
(the wealthier districts)
volunteer.
The Hunger Games
is a competition where
the 24 tributes compete in
a special arena on live tele
vision. All citizens of Panem
are forced to watch as the trib
utes fight to the death. According
to the rules, only one tribute can
win, and winning means re
turning home alive.
The novel, told in first
person through the eyes of Katniss,
is different from the film, one of
several other deviations that separate the film from the book. Collins
adapted the novel to film herself,
alongside screenwriters Billy Ray
("Pleasentville") and director Gary

Ross ("Seabiscuit").
The film on opening has a much
more established view of the world
inhabited by the main characters
Katniss (Jennifer Lawerence), Gale
( L i a m Hemsworth) and Peeta

Contributed Photo

(Josh Hutcherson). As viewers, we
are able to see the whole world and
all of its happenings rather than just
the perspective from District 12.
The film over all was something that surprised me. As op-

posed to many other book-to-film
adaptations, it kept the soul of the
book and did a good job of keeping
the embodiment of the connections
the characters make throughout
the process prior to the games and
while in the arena. This is no easy
feat in the world of film.
However, there were a few
negative aspects about
the film. While the relationships between the
characters aren't as
meaty as in the book,
non-book
readers
were satisfied.
There
were
some other changes
from the canon, but
they didn't have an
overwhelming
effect on the whole film,
which clocked in at 146
minutes.
Additionally, the exposition for the film was a bit repetitive for me, constandy rehashing the history of Panem.
And as for the cast, the choices
were fairly accurate. This will be
something that fans will gripe about,
but overall, the aesthetic of the film
and casting didn't overshadow the
theme of the story.
Of course, the downside for
the cast is that their lives will never

be the same, especially when this
franchise is expected to surpass the
"Twilight" phenomenon in the box
office, partially due to their rabid
fan base.
In spite of the negatives, the
film had many positive aspects. The
style of the film created a parallel
viewing experience where viewers
were able to see the full world, especially the mysterious realm of both
the President and the Gamemaker,
which we don't have the pleasure of
knowing in the first novel.
Then, as the viewing audience for the majority of the Hunger
Games, the audience feels as though
we too are citizens of Panem, watching it live.
The
cinematography was
breathtaking, and with the amount
of stunts, movement and CGI required for this type of project, it
was indeed seamless because that
usually makes or breaks this type of
film.
The message of the film and
book forces us to take a good critical look at ourselves and to ask the
hard questions in regards to our
own thoughts about the brutalities
of war and our society's desensitization to violence.
So is the film worth seeing? To
answer simply: yes.

Stags Tweet Mixed Reactions to "Hunger Games"
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Soundtrack Debuts No. 1 on Music Charts
BY SAM A NTH A SANTANA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The highly anticipated film
"The Hunger Games," released this past Friday,
had fans everywhere waiting in

equal anticipation for its greatly
hyped soundtrack. After finally
getting the soundtrack, it appears as though the odds are in
the fans' favor.
Prior to the soundtrack's release on March 20, "The Hunger

Contributed Photo

Young artist Birdy proves victorious on "Hunger Games" soundtrack.

Games Soundtrack: Songs from
District 12 and Beyond" was expected to debut number one on
Billboard charts.
As a surprise to no one, this
soundtrack has already scored
the highly coveted number one
spot on the Neilson SoundScan's
Building chart, bumping down
Adele's "21" to number two.
"The Hunger Games Soundtrack" has also maintained the title of highest downloaded album
since its debut.
The soundtrack came fully
equipped with an impressive
lineup. With everyone from Taylor Swift to Kid Cudi, the album
resonates with a wide range of
music genres, much to the delight of fans.
Although the soundtrack
is filled with a number of highly
renowned artists, whose songs
help to truly capture the essence
of the movie, one particular artist
seems to stand out.
Emerging UK artist Birdy is
just 15 years old, and she has al-

ready scored a hit single in the top
twenty of the UK Singles Chart.
A talented singer and pianist, Birdy caught the attention of
everyone when her cover of Bon
Iver's "Skinny Love" peaked at
17 on the UK Singles Chart. This
song became the artist's first big
hit.
"The Hunger Games Soundtrack" ends with Birdy's "Just A
Game," which proves to be one
of the most emotionally driven
songs on the album.
The beautiful melody of the
piano along with the powerful range of her voice creates a
haunting effect.
With lyrics like "There comes
you, to keep me safe from your
harm/ There comes you, to take
me in your arms/ Is it just a game,
I don't know," it's easy to connect
the song with the undetermined
relationship between Katniss and
Peeta in the movie.
Birdy's "Just A Game" is
clearly the winner of this soundtrack.

"The Hunger
Games"
By the Numbers
books in the series
armed movies

24

tributes in the Hunger
Games

$80
million
estimated movie
budget

$155
million
jross domestic movie
earnings

THE MIRROR | Week of March 28, 2012

Th<? Vine

Page 15

Fan Composes Unofficial Movie Soundtrack StagsFlow
Playlist
BY LOAN LE

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Sam Cushion is not John
Williams. He's not responsible for composing a music soundtrack for any big budget
movie. He hasn't won any awards.
However, his name is known all
over "The Hunger Games" fan sites
because he created an unofficial
fan-made soundtrack for the popular books series.
After reading the first book in
2009, Cushion wrote "Rue's Lullaby" under the name of District
Tribute. The song is dedicated to
one of the tributes who competes
in the Hunger Games. When he
finished writing this piece, which
utilizes a full orchestra, he didn't
intend to do more.
However, throughout 2010, he
wrote 26 more songs for a Hunger
Games-inspired album called "The
Hunger Games (Unofficial Score)."
Now, Cushion said as his long-term
goal, he wants to "keep being able
to make music for awesome books
and people as long as I can."
Cushion unveiled his second
album "Catching Fire (Unofficial
Score)," based off the second book
of the series, in May 2011. However, Lions Gate Entertainment,
the studio that released "The Hunger Games" movie, asked him to
change the names of his tide in
2011, which led to the birth of "Music of Panem."
Recently, he released a deluxe
edition album on iTunes, which
combined all three of his original
albums.
Cushion finds inspiration in
composers E.S. Posthumous, Hans
Zimmer and James Newton Howard, and some of Cushion's songs
are reminiscent of their styles. Also,
as he composes his pieces, he takes
away parts from punk bands like

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

for another hit on this one. Mac's
verses are super smooth and the
beat is unreal. Feel good music at
its best.
"Break" by M arkus Cole
Markus Cole is an up-andcoming EDM producer out of Toronto, Canada who recently sent
us a few of his tracks. This was the
best of the bunch. It's got everything you're looking for in a house/
electro song. There's a catchy synth
melody, big drops and bass for
days. This is definitely one you'll
want to check out.

DISTRICT
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"Music of Panem: Beginning of a Rebellion" was released under the name District Tribute in 2011.
blink-182andSum41.
To get word out about his albums, Cushion visited fan sites of
the book series and spread word by
mouth.
One commenter said about
his first "Music of Panem" album:
"I love this soundtrack! It's absolutely wonderful! [E] specially Rue's
Lullaby! Will they be using anything
in the movie?"
Cushion replied, "Thank you!
It will not be in the movie. I am
just a fan who makes music about
books I like."
To write music inspired by
books, he jots down specific scenes
or characters that stand out to him
while he reads. Cushion said, "I
wish it was this big elaborate pro-

cess, but it is just a matter of figuring out how to tell a story without
words."
When asked whether or not
he intends to break into the music
industry for films, Cushion said, "As
far as the movie side of the industry, it just scares me." He calls some
of the people in the industry "cut
throat."
Overall, the movie pleased
Cushion. He said: "I think it was
done brilliandy! Everything from
the camera work to the music was
executed perfectly for me. There are
of course things left out that were in
the book, but there were also some
new elements and scenes added
that helped tell the story in a way
that the book couldn't do. I wasn't

disappointed at all."
One of his current projects
deals with "Miss Peregrine's Children Books." Ransom Riggs, the author of the picture book series, had
reached out to Cushion and complimented his music soundtrack
for the books.
After releasing his "Hunger
Games" albums, Cushion is now
writing a soundtrack to Cassandra
Clare's young adult series "City of
Bones."
In a project not related to
books, Cushion has also created
"Life is Beautiful," which seeks to
remind people about how easy, but
how wrong, it is to "forget the simple and beautiful things in life."

'ow Sam Cushion
YouTube: www.youtube.com/unofficialscor
Facebook: www.facebook.com/districttribute
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sam__cushion
Website: www.samcushion.bandcamp.com
Contributed Photo

Shakespeare's "Julius Caesar" Finds Modern Audience
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

13

ing a contemporary political style.
When the dialogue began, the
contrast between the modern appearance and the Shakespearean
language stood out.
"The Acting Company did a
great job bringing the play into our
world," said audience member Sam
Maxfield'14. " I think Shakespeare
would have wanted this connection."

13

In between scenes throughout the play, the square object that
remained on stage continued to
display videos of violence, not allowing the audience to forget the
mood of what Shakespeare had
intended. Along with the powerful
images, accompanying rap music
brought modernization to life.
The most powerful scene
within the first half, or possibly the
whole play, was the death scene
of Julius Caesar. Known to be the
"climax" of the Shakespearean pro-

duction, it was by far the scene that
produced the most reaction from
the audience.
As. Julius Caesar turned his
back during his death scene, Brutus and his followers revealed their
knives. Suddenly the lighting goes
red, and blood projects onto the
background screen to coincide
with the stabbings.
Brutus held Caesar up from
collapsing until he was given a
knife, which he plunged into Caesar, symbolic for the ultimate act of

betrayal. Emotion filled the silent
auditorium as Caesar whispered
the infamous words in Latin, "K
tu, Brute?" translated to English as
"You too, Brutus?"
The rest of the performance
showed the vengeance of Julius
Caesar and, although he was dead,
how his powerful character was still
present. The adaptation to today's
culture certainly helped the audience members relate throughout
the two hours of the production.

"Nothing Back" by Huey Mack,
feat. Scolla & Mike Stud
Huey Mack is a guy who's
been hit-or-miss in the past, but
he hit the nail right on the head
with this one. This is another song
perfect for the nice weather we've
been having in Fairfield. The hook
is really catchy, and all three rappers deliver solid verses.
"Last Dance" by Avicii
This track actually just
dropped yesterday, but it had to be
included in this playlist. Anything
from Avicii is going to grab your
attention right away. The Swedish
super-producer killed it at Miami's
Ultra Music Festival, complete with
an introduction from Madonna.
This is his newest track, but it's not
an official release yet. My guess is
there will be some changes made,
but it's definitely more fire from the
young Swede.
"Boyfriend" by Justin Bieber
I honesdy couldn't believe I
was writing the Bieb's name on this
one, but I had to. Everybody loves
Bieber; even those who say they
hate him are still singing "Baby"
like it's their job. Bieber channeled
his inner JT for his newest single
"Boyfriend," which was written
and produced by Mike Posner. I
don't think I'm cool with Bieber
EVER using the word "swag" on a
song, but he did his thing on this
one. This is definitely a more mature Bieber.
"Blowfish" by Sex Ray Vision
Sex Ray Vision murders it, and
there's not much more left to say.
This is the first release off of their
upcoming EP "Relax," which drops
.Thursday. It's unreal, and after
hearing a preview of the EP, I can
tell you it will blow your mind. Be
on the lookout for the EP coming
very soon and check out "Blowfish"
in the meantime.
"Own Eyes" by D-WHY, feat. Local Natives
The best-dressed dude in the
music game decided to change it
up a bit for his latest track. D-WHY
took The Local Natives' song "Own
Eyes" and put his own spin on it.
This is a much slower song than
you may be used to hearing from
D-WHY, but it's another solid song.
His long awaited mix tape "Don't
Flatter Yourself" is coming soon.
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
THE WEEK THAT WAS IN FAIRFIELD ATHLETICS

Sports Shorts

What To Watch For

Women's Lacrosse- The Stags fought hard
against Rutgers, but eventually lost a double overtime battle on Saturday afternoon. For the second
consecutive week, Katie Keenan and Courtney
Chmil were both honored with MAAC weekly
awards. The Stags next host Niagara on Saturday.
Cross Country- Junior Kyle Short won the 10k
event in the Monmouth College Invitational on
Saturday morning. The team, which is running currently as a club sport, will race again on Saturday at
the UConn Invitational.
Men's Tennis- In their MAAC season opener, the
Stags swept Niagra 7-0 on Saturday afternoon. They
were victorious in all three of their doubles matches, earning them the only doubles point. The Stags
will host Hartford on Thursday at 3 p.m.
Baseball- Freshman pitcher EJ Ashworth scored
his first victory of his college career with a 6-3 victory over Quinnipiac on Tuesday afternoon. Fairfield scored three runs in the bottom of the eighth to
ensure the victory. The Stags play again Wednesday
at the University of Hartford at 3 p.m.

New Sports Blog

Wednesday- Softball vs Yale, 2 and 4 p.m.
Thursday- Women's tennis at Stony Brook. 3 p.m.
Friday-Men's golf at Towson Invitational
Saturday- Men's lacrosse at Bellarmine, 1 p.m. Women's
Lacrosse vs Niagara, noon.
Sunday-Baseball at St. Peter's, 1 p.m.
Monday-No games
Tuesday- Men's tennis at Fordham, 4 p.m.

BY THE NUMBERS
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24

Women's laMen's basketMen's lacrosse,
crosse keeper
ball's three CIT junior attack Sam
Snow scored two
Katie Keenan
victories were
goals in 24 sechad a careerthe most posthigh 17 saves
season victories onds in their 17-12
victory over Hoagainst Lehigh
by any team in
bart
on Saturday.
last Wednesday. program history

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Make sure to check out our new Sports Blog with
online-only coverage at sports.fairfieldmirror.com,
as well as featured Sports videos.

"You wake up at 3 in the morning, and really want a
Big Mac, you just walk outside into the Olympic Village,
and get yourself a Big Mac and go back to bed."
-Michael O'Keeffe on what he would be most excited about if going to the Olympics.

3x5
Because they like to
talk ... Sports.

3

Your 2011-2012 3x5 Columnists
Eric Bernsen, Ivey Speight
and John Tessitore.

Basketball season
comes to an official end.
Concl u ding thoughts on
the season?

Highlight of Saturday's
Fairfield athletics marathon ran by Bernsen and
Ivey?

Tim Tebow signs to the
Jets. Thoughts on a possible Tebow/Sanchez
chemistry issue?

Stags goalkeeper Micheal
O'Keeffe has been playing
on the New Zealand Olympic team. Scale 1-10 elite?

Most passionate, surped
out upperclassman math
nerd on campus?

Can't believe it's actually
over. It was a pleasure
to see the growth of the
team. Team has great
promise and potential,
wish I could stay back.

The barked stick el
call capped off 6 hours
of ridiculousness huhu.
Anybody catch the WVOF
broadcast wish I could
have heard it sssssssss

I can see the New York HUHU I give it a 100. What
media blowing things out an accomplistment for the
of proportion real quickly mate congrats. Pleasure
once Sanchez inevitably
to have covered a MAAC
has his struggles. NANAN- Tournament with Olympian
legend sssssss.
ANA

HUHU FHUHUUUSCO.
Tuesday/Friday lunchtime
lifetime achievement award
and don't worry Bro will get
her ice cream at some point
huhu "these are my friends"

m^gmmm^mmmmm*
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ERIC BERNSEN
FORMER
SPORTS EDITOR

■
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IVEY SPEIGHT
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER

JOHN TESSITORE
FORMER
ASSISTANT
SPORTS EDITOR

They gave it their all. Our
roster was like a mash
unit at the end and they
still made the final four.
Congrats all.

Freezing on top of the roof
halfway still surped and
flirting with the Rutgers
girl about the refs. She's
from New Jersey ssssss.

Tough way to go out, but Huhuhuhuh I was doin*
gotta give respect when raerediia all day, rep the
it's due. Great season
cowboys tile i die ssssss!!!
boys'!

The pretty boy vs. the Catholie. Let's see how Tebow
handles the New York
nightlife, i'd break that vow
so fast it'll make the hair fall
out. #johnt.

291 would become a die
hard New Zealand fan and
buy a Michael O'Keeffe
jersey...an extra small of
course. Go Kiwis!!!!

I think I have to say my neigh bor. Only person who says
"How much do I love Ivey let
me count the ways." It takes a
math major to count that high.

Wildcartiffenseisgoingto
Couldn't be more pumped HuTJHUHUH the beeeeeeee
work to perfection next year, for the sweet job!!! Mate, • likes math huhuhubh. JEEIt's the green team's time
giving you the perfect ten!!»- ANNNINNNNEEE yaayyyy/
sssssssssssssssssssss.
Ssssssss
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Stags Sunk By Bears' Three-Point Shots
BY ERIC BERNSEN
FORMER SPORTS EDITOR

Close, but not close enough.
The Fairfield men's basketball team saw its season come to
a close on Saturday when they
were defeated, 64-59, in their CIT
Semifinal match-up against the
Mercer Bears.
With only seven healthy players in Fairfield's line-up, the Stags
(22-15) fell just short of reaching
the CIT Championship game. The
Stags backcourt was severely depleted considering Derek Needham (foot), Sean Crawford (knee),
and Desmond Wade (hand) were
unable to play in the contest.
"I can't speak for the guys,
but I'm pretty disappointed by
the end of the season. I thought
we had more basketball in us,
it just seemed like if a few plays
here or there went our way, we
may have had a different outcome," said Fairfield head coach
Sydney Johnson.
Senior forward Rakim Sanders led Fairfield with 16 points,
while underclassmen forwards
Keith Matthews and Maurice Barrow continued their late-season
impressive play by scoring 14 and
12 points respectively.
The Stags had the lead only
briefly early on in the game, and
the three-point shot proved to be

the deciding factor in the contest
as Fairfield shot merely 19 percent while the Mercer Bears were
on fire going 50 percent from beyond the arc.
"They had a lot of snipers
(shooters) on their team and we
had to change some of our defensive principles. We just couldn't
get that one play to get us over the
hump in the end," said guard Colin Nickerson, who took advantage of his opportunity to shine
on both ends of the floor over the
course of the Stags post-season.
Mercer head coach Bob Hoffman credited Fairfield for their
inspired play as his team was
able to advance after winning at
Alumni Hall, which proved to be
a hostile environment with 1,557
passionate fans in attendance.
"It was amazing how tough
and physical the game was. Fairfield fought hard," said Mercer.
With all of the adversity the
Stags faced whether it was injuries or the low level of support for
the team during their lackluster
stretches throughout their schedule, this Fairfield team proved
their worth toward the end of the
season.
Whether it was the star-power consistency from players like
Sanders or the emergence of the
young forward duo Maurice Barrow and Keith Mathews, the Stags

grew together by building a great
amount of trust in one and other.
"We had a bumpy road early
on, but when the guys put the
confusion and tensions aside,
that's when you saw a really good
Fairfield basketball team," said
Johnson.
"Basketball wise we grew
up as a team we fought hard to
bounce back. Everyone got clicking at the right time and we became a family," said Nickerson.
Although this team may not
have reached the ultimate goal of
a MAAC Championship, they certainly showed great progress and
achieved late-season success.
"Overall, I felt I learned a lot
not only as a player, but [also] as
a man. The trust we had in each
other helped us out over the
course of the season," said Sanders.
Despite the loss of graduating seniors Sanders, Ryan Olander, Sean Crawford, and Gary
Martin, the team shows a lot of
promise and great potential for
next year.
"Up and down season became into something and we
made a great run. Disappointed
not to win a MAAC Championship, but we'll have the same
goal to achieve next season," said
Matthews.

leannine Nocera/ The Mirror

Rakim Sanders goes up for a shot against RMU on Wednesday night.

Men's Lacrosse Wins Seventh Straight ECAC Opener

Contributed Photo

Men's Lacrosse huddles up before a game this season. Senior leadership has been vital as the Stags got off to their seventh straight ECAC opening victory.
BY IVEY SPEIGHT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Their second season starts
now. That was the message that
fourth year head coach Andy
Copelan delivered in the locker
room before Saturday's ECAC
league opener against Hobart.
"I think sometimes we don't
give young men enough credit.
I think everybody in the locker
room knew just how important
that this game was," Copelan said.
The Stags answered their
coach's call with a 17-12 victory
over the Statesmen. It was the
seventh straight season that Fairfield has won its opening ECAC
league game.
"That was as complete of a

Copelan said. "We're happy to
be 1-0 in conference [but] we certainly know we have a long way to
go."
The squad is coming off their
most successful conference run in
school history. For the first time
ever the Stags reached the ECAC
championship game before falling short to eventual national Final Four team Denver.
"The ECAC is without a doubt
the number two maybe number
three conference in the nation,"
junior Sam Snow said.
The Washington native is
currently third on the team in
goals and is the reigning conference player of the week. "It's because all the teams in there are
very good teams and every time
,.«yptf«4^fd^;^4Jpw^:9^

other team it's a very good thing."
The ECAC currently has three
teams ranked in the top 20 in the
nation with Fairfield checking
in at number 15. And in such a
tough division, it is important
for the squad to know that every
game counts.
"That's college lacrosse nowa-days," Coach Copelan said. "Everybody talks about parody and
parody is here. You can beat anybody any day and you can lose to
anybody any day. Every team on
our schedule is really talented."
Now Fairfield hopes to get
over the hump in league play.
This 'second season' is when the
squad wants to be better than ever
before. The Stags are currently
15th in the nation and supporting

if they don't play as a team this
season can go from a success to a
failure.
"We need to be a family,"
Snow said. "We have a ton of
great players on this team, this
might be the most talented team
that I've ever seen at Fairfield and
it all comes down to how we come
together. It's just like what we say
when we break the huddle, we got
to be a family."
And in order to accomplish
that team chemistry it comes
down to that old saying that practice makes perfect. As one of the
nine seniors on the squad, Brent
Adams knows how important that
hard work is.
"[It's about] coming in working hard every day," he said. "The
*,*C<?A6J^S*,»W.taJkjr/&ta£eu£4U}w_

they are handling all the analytical stuff and all the mind stuff and
all we have to do is bring the effort
in everyday."
This 'second season' also
means a lot to head coach Andy
Copelan as well. He has been
here the last four years and has
seen the program develop during
his tenure. He feels extra passion
this year because this 'second season' are the seniors' last.
"It means a lot to me personally but it means more to me to
do right by these seniors," he said.
"I have been with these seniors
since the first day that I got to
campus so I feel pretty connected
to those guys. I just want to make
sure we're doing everything in our
power to give those guys the sej^oris^asipAJ»tb4n^tb.Qyj^ej»e^
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With Men's Soccer's Michael O'Keeffe
Q.
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When did you first start playing soccer?

A. I was 3 years old when I first kicked the ball. I remember my brother was
playing at the time, and I kind of waddled along and the coach asked me to
join.

Q.
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Why did you decide to come to Fairfield University?
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A. I was at a crossroads between going pro, or scrapping the football side of
things and just go to university. And coming to the states in general allowed me
to merge those roads together.

Q.

*

What's your favorite thing to do on campus?
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A. I used to love [going to] Barone. Everyone thinks I'm crazy. If you saw the
cafeterias in universities in New Zealand, you'd love Barone too. I used to hang
out there for hours. I'd eat my meal, and the soccer team would just hang out
and chill.

Q.
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Growing up, was it your dream to play in the Olympics?

A. It's not reafly a childhood dream 'cause it's not something that you think
about with soccer. I never really knew that soccer was on Olympic sport until a
few years ago, the last time that NZ made the Olympics. Since then, it's been a
mini goal. But growing up, I just didn't know it was possible.

1289 Fairfield Beach
Road

Q. What's one thing you're looking forward to the most about
going to the Olympics;
A. The 24/7 McDonald's at the Olympic Village. You wake up at 3 in the morning, and really want a Big Mac, you just walk outside into the Olympic Village,
and get yourself a Big Mac and go back to bed [laughs].
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Q. Is there anyone you want to meet in particular?
A. I'd love to see Usain Bolt run the hundred meters. That'd be insane.
Q.

What are your plans after the Olympics?

A. Right after the Olympics, it'll be our [soccer] season at Fairfield [starting].
There's some unfinished business to handle there...As much as I've let [The
Brown loss] go, there's still a bitter taste in my mouth.
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Online only coverage.
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New Zealand "Oly-Whites"
#20 GK Michael O'Keeffe
All photos by Nicholas DiFazio/ The Mirror

BY TOM SHEA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

When the New Zealand
Olympic soccer team starts playing this summer in London, it will
know that it has the support of
roughly 4.4 million people who
reside on the small island nation.
What the team may not know is
that it also has the support of the
approximately 3500 students who
attend a small university in southeastern Connecticut.
Fairfield University may not
know much about the Oly-Whites,
as the team is informally called in
New Zealand, but its students do
know one thing: their favorite Kiwi
goalkeeper, Michael O'Keeffe, will
be on the team, making them immediate de facto fans.
O'Keeffe, the junior goalkeeper for the Stags' soccer team
and reigning MAAC Defensive
Player of the Year, was selected
to join the team for the Olympic
qualifiers held earlier this month.
After the team won the Oceania
Football Confederation qualifiers, congratulations flooded
O'Keeffe's Facebook - many from
teammates, friends and classmates of O'Keeffe.
This does not come as a shock
to many who know O'Keeffe personally, however, as he is known
around the university for his vivacious and welcoming personality. Ivey Speight, who has known
O'Keeffe for almost three years
and has broadcast various sporting events with O'Keeffe on the
campus radio station, WVOF, calls
O'Keeffe "one of the most dedicatt people that you'll ever meet."
"I've never seen a harder
worker than O'Keeffe. He's never
said to>me: 'I can't do a game .be-

cause of time commitment,'" said
Speight. "He's a media major too,
which is one of the most time consuming majors. I don't know how
he finds all the time to do [all the
work]."
O'Keeffe's hard work is most
obvious on the playing field, and
those who are around him have
taken notice.
"It's the drive that he has.
He's one of those players who is
always here, always putting in the
extra work," said Amelia Zammataro, a Graduate Assistant Athletic
Trainer who has worked closely
with the team over the past two
seasons.
"You can always depend on
him, that he's going to put his best
effort into everything that he does,
and that is a part of his leadership qualities. He is always going
to rise above everybody else on
the team," said Zammataro. "He
wants to . . . set the example for
everybody else on the team."
Perhaps a testament to
O'Keeffe's determination came after the interview with Zammataro
was over, and someone else in the
room who is involved in the athletic center chimed in add-

ing, "Did
you mention
that
[O'Keeffe]
is the hardest
working person
we've seen here?"
O'Keeffe's reputa
uon precedes him.

It's not just the exemplary
work ethic that O'Keeffe exhibits that has gained him fans and
friends across the campus. "He's
one of those people who cares
about every person, every aspect
of the team," said Zammataro
O'Keeffe's infectious personality stays with people even when
he is not there. Speight can remember the first time that he encountered O'Keeffe.
"I was in Barone and backup goalie Sergio [Lara] said to
me there was a kid on the soccer
team who was interested in sports
broadcasting, a New Zealand guy,"
said Speight, referring to O'Keeffe.
"And that was the start of the Michael O'Keeffe era."
"He brings a lot of energy. He
is one of the funniest people you'll
ever meet," said Speight. "Sometimes you can't help but smile. He
has that effect
on people."
B u t
if you ask
Michael,
native of

the small town of Blenheim, New
Zealand, he doesn't like to take
credit or bring attention to himself, and credits others for a lot of
his success.
"There have been lots of people who have driven me, but coming from a really small town, I've
pretty much lived my entire career
since I was 15 away from home. So
the support of my parents has actually gotten me to these places,"
said O'Keeffe. "I could have the
most drive in the world, but in the
end of the day, my parents are the
ones who allow me to go to these
places. It's really credit to them
for being able to get me to these
places."
O'Keeffe was quick to credit
his coaches here, especially his
goalkeeping coach Javier Decima ,
for "always [being] out there early
with me."
All the recognition that
O'Keeffe has received has also not
deterred him from he views as his
current goal: graduating from Fairfield with a degree in New Media.
When asked if he would leave Fairfield if a professional team came
offering him a job, O'Keeffe said
"probably not"

"That
was a big
reason
for
me
coming
over here [to
Fairfield], was
to get what my
parents call a parachute, something to fall back on,
if the soccer doesn't go well. For
me, finishing my degree is obviously as important as playing on

the world stage, and one thing I've
learned since I've been here is balancing those two."
O'Keeffe said that he has
learned a lot from his experience
with the New Zealand team, especially from fellow goalkeeper Jake
Gleeson, who plays professional in
the MLS for the Portland Timbers.
"One thing that I really learned
from Jake [Gleeson], now that he's
fully pro, he's really gotten me to
enjoy football again, as crazy as it
seems. You sometimes get yourself
into a hole, training every day, it
becomes monotonous, just doing
things for the sake of doing them,"
said O'Keeffe. "He really got me to
get the enjoyment back. That's the
biggest thing I learned from that
whole tour. I glad, because it takes
a huge weight off your shoulders."
Speight calls O'Keeffe "The
Mate" playing off the New Zealand
and Australian colloquialism for
friend.
"I forget sometimes that he's
a Division 1 athlete, and a future Fairfield Hall of Famer," said
Speight. "He's the best goalie in
the conference, he led a team
that was 25th in the nation at
one point, and he was their best
player. He may be one of the best
goalkeepers in the country. Those
are the things that you shouldn't
forget about, and yet you do because of his personality. He does
not have that 'I'm better than you'
mentality."
Let's hope at least "The Mate"
knows that he has a few thousand
fans from Fairfield cheering for
him and his team come this summer, even if the rest of his teammates and countrymen don't
know it.

